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were ruined by their own superabundance. This reproach remained
for many years, so that the average prices between 1849-53 were lower
than at any previous time, while in times of famine, as in 1824 and
1837, the difference in prices between famine and non-famine districts
was very serious (Board's Proceedings, No. 3429A, dated 19th Decem-
ber 1878). There are, however, now in the district above 1,500 miles
of metalled or gravelled roads in good order, besides numerous cross
reads and village lanes, and 147 miles of railway (Madras and South
Indian). The result of this improvement is an immense internal traffic
between the various trade centres, such as weekly markets and towns,
and a considerable import and export trade in all kinds even of heavy
produce and goods, in which thousands of carts 23 take part with the
railways. Every village has several, and every town hundreds of carts,
which are extensively built in many places. The value of the rail-
borne traffic has not been ascertained; but one or two facts may be
noted: (1) xhat in the late famine grain was poured in by thousands
of tons, while the price of rice at the height of the famine differed from
that in Tan] ore, whence it was largely supplied, by only about 3 Ib.
per rupee; (2) that private trade has been so stimulated by the railway
that at the least hint of scarcity in any other district or province grain
is at once moved; e.g., in the early months of 1884 scarcity seemed
imminent in North India, and the Coimbatore railway stations were at
once crammed with grain en route northwards; (3) that trades such
as the considerable tanning industry, cdKee growing, etc., have been
begotten by the railway, which carries the products cheaply to the coast;
(4) that upon the making of the railway,24 prices, to the great
advantage of the ryot, speedily doubled owing to export facilities j
the marginal table shows this clearly; with this great rise in grain

prices, land prices also rose as
elsewhere shown, so that land,
especially near the railways, is
now worth from six to ten times
its value when the Madias
railway was made; (5) that the
production of valuable csrops
has been greatly stimulated;
tobacco, which has long been
largely grown owing to the
West Coast demand, being ex-


	Pounds per rupee.
			
Period.
	Clean rice.
	Eagi.
	Kambu.
	Oholam.

1809-13
	47
	107
	101
	99

1819-23
	45
	88
	83
	81

1828-32
	49
	101
	108
	89

1849-53
	63
	127
	128
	109

1861-65
	22
	44
	46
	39

1870-74
	28
	62
	68
	49

23 From 1st June to 80th November 1883, 16,209 laden and 14,434 empty carts,
besides horses and pack-bollocks, were registered as crossing the Amarivati near Dhara-
puranu

w It is not to be understood that railways were the sole cause of the rise in prices;
, they were but one probable factor in that they enabled grains to find,their level instead of
being artificially kept down, and in that export ol valuable products was largely rendered
possible; the vast and recent increase in such product, as weft' as in cotton, ia thus
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